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Kids just grow up so fast; there is no need to speed the process. A bigger student body size means a
lower student-teacher ratio and less individualized one-on-one time. There is a window of opportunity
to be a leader in Middle School versus skipping over leadership opportunities just to be a follower.

A larger middle school means less parent involvement during a time when parental guidance is highly
needed; the high school-like setting of today's middle schools mean parents are left with a more hands-
off environment.

These days peer pressure is rearing its ugly head at earlier ages, especially in Middle School. Students
feel stressed because they fear being seen doing a kind act or talking with "unpopular" classmates
because of the fear of being laughed at or judged. At St. Jude of the Lake Catholic School the culture
of kindness and charity runs deep; students here live out love for all others without fear and without
hesitation, all while building life-long friendships.

Does the school help build a foundation of self-confidence and self-advocacy?

Does your student have a voice? Before entering high school, students should develop a level of
comfortability with one's self and identity as a child of God. Is the student building skills to approach
teachers and administration for help? Does the student have an ability to take charge of one's own
academic experience and extra-curricular activities? The answer to both of these is yes at St. Jude of
the Lake Middle School in a time and age-appropriate manner.

Do our academics promote high school readiness?

Our academics are very competitive at St. Jude Middle School, just as good as elsewhere or better,
BUT, don't lose sight of the necessities of character, relationship, and faith-building in the age-
appropriate, safe and nurturing environment of their middle school years.
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Something to think about: History has demonstrated that our kids do well E,
wherever they land after 8th Grade graduation. Freshman year is a

transition for everyone regardless. We have full confidence that they will @i
be able to navigate, the building, make friends, and open their locker
within just days. More importantly, each St. Jude grad will be a faithful
believer, an effective communicator, a reflective and creative thinker, a
self-directed, responsible, life-long learner, and a collaborative,
responsible family member and citizen.
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We've Got This! Our middle school wraps directly around each student in a faith-filled, age-

appropriate influential environment, building self-advocacy, self-confidence, and character so

they are ready to pave their own way for a successful academic journey well beyond high
school.

Academics

We've Got This: Although we have rigorous academics, there is more to successful preparation
for high school. Middle school academics don't determine future earning potential, but a
successful middle school experience does contribute to a student's overall character formation.

Middle school students need to feel safe and nurtured in order to be fully-ready to meet the
academic and social rigors of their freshman year.

Building

We've Got This: Navigating a building and locker are mastered within days. The skills for

navigating high school are not built with bells and whistles, but are mastered with
personalized attention.

We're coaching toward student-autonomy during a time when the
power and sway of peers can be a strong pull the other direction.




StJude

OF THE LAKE

CATHOLIC SCHOOL

FYI'S ON WHAT

’\/Q
WE'RE DOING
5 AND WHY < T

Class/School Size

e Academic Achievement

More individualized student support

Ability to do out-of-the-box opportunities

Relationship & social skills

Self-advocacy skills & connecting with teachers and administration

Intentional Leadership Formation verus being swept away in the high school current

www.stjudeofthelakeschool.org



